Of late years the introductory has fallen somewhat into disfavour, and it must be acknowledged that there is apt to be a great sameness and triteness in these addresses. Laudation of the profession, discussion of the subject, and method of medical education, and good advice to students past and present do not give much scope for originality; and these discourses partake of the nature rather of sermons than of lectures.
Still it is a good thing to mark the commencement of a new term of study by a celebration of some kind. The fittest is perhaps the distributiou of prizes and scholarships for successful study during the 
